
Highlights from 2007
We’ve had another exciting year 
of change and growth at the Blue 
Mountain Humane Society. 
We are proud to have found 
homes for 732 animals: 414 dogs, 
288 cats and 30 other pets. We are 
especially pleased that all adopted 
dogs or cats were spayed or neu-
tered before going to their new 
homes. Every animal spayed or 
neutered means fewer unwanted 
animals in the future, which is 
good news for everyone!

Our commitment not to eu-
thanize in order to make space 
required us to get creative with 
the space we have available and 
to seek new partnerships with 
other animal welfare groups. With 
the help of dedicated staff and 
volunteers, we were able to trans-
fer 85 dogs to shelters and rescue 
organizations around the region. 
Best of all, each one of them was 
eventually adopted. 

Thanks to increased awareness 
and participation in our licensing 
efforts, we reunited 287 dogs with 
their owners during 2007. Many 
others were returned directly to 
their owners by local animal con-
trol offi cers without ever having to 
come to the shelter. 

It remains a heartbreaking 
challenge to get cats back to their 

homes: only 19 cats were re-
claimed last year—about 
1 percent of those that entered our 
shelter. Complete animal fi gures 
and outcomes for 2007 will be 
presented at our annual meeting 
on April 28. 

In August we celebrated our 
40th anniversary with an open 
house for our members and 
friends. Our Fall Furr Ball on 
Oct. 20 was a great success, with 
more than 300 guests in atten-
dance and $50,000 in net proceeds. 

Our thrift store had a successful 
year as well, with sales averag-
ing $712 a day. Thanks to the 
dedicated efforts of store man-
ager Nimo Kiliona and her team, 
the store contributed more than 
$45,000 in net profi t to the Soci-
ety. Kiliona is especially proud of 
the $4,450 profi t from recycling 
efforts at the store.

We saw a huge increase in the 
number of volunteers who assist 
daily at the shelter or thrift store, 
and we recruited several new 
families willing to foster animals—
a critical resource to prevent 
overcrowding.

Thanks to each of you who 
had a part in making 2007 a most 
successful year for the Society and 
the animals we serve. 

Highlights from 2007
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Caring for our 
community’s critters
Our mission is to prevent cruelty 
and promote kindness to companion 
animals in our community. We 
are committed to eliminating the 
euthanasia of healthy, adoptable 
pets by ending overpopulation and 
homelessness. To achieve this, 
we provide quality shelter, spaying 
and neutering, foster care, adoption, 
and re-homing services for com-
panion animals in our community. 
We provide spaying and neutering, 
humane education, animal control 
services, and cruelty and neglect 
investigation services. We advocate 
for local legislation and policies 
to ensure that companion animals 
have homes with responsible, com-
mitted and loving caregivers.
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VACCINAte eVeRY ANIMAL 
At ADMIssION

We have adopted the Association 
of Veterinary Medicine’s recommen-
dations for vaccination protocol in 
a shelter environment. The goal of 
vaccinating upon admission is to 
improve animal health and reduce 
the spread of disease. We began the 
new protocols on Jan. 1 and are al-
ready seeing overall improvement. 

How can you help? The cost of 
the vaccinations is substantial. Gifts 
earmarked for animal health will be 
used to help cover the cost of vac-
cines. For details, call Sara Archer at 
529-5188.

MICROCHIP eVeRY ADOPteD Pet
We have partnered with 24Hour-

PetWatch to provide microchips for 
our adoptable pets. For a small fee, 
we will also offer the microchip 
service to owners who reclaim their 
pets. 

It is our sincere hope that this 
additional form of identifi cation will 
allow us to reunite more pets, espe-
cially cats, with their owners. 

How can you help? You can 
help us keep our adoption costs 

down by making a donation to 
help purchase microchips. Each 
chip costs about $5.

CONtINUe tO sPAY OR NeUteR 
eVeRY ANIMAL BeFORe ADOPtION

Every pet spayed or neutered 
reduces the number of future un-
wanted animals in our community. 

How can you help? Without 
a veterinarian 
on staff at the 
shelter, we rely 
on community 
vets to perform 
surgeries. We are 
in need of volun-
teers to transport 
animals to and 
from local vet 
offi ces. 

You can also 
help spay or 
neuter a cat or a 
dog by making a 
donation to the 
“Spay Our Stray” 
fund. To help, 
call Becky French 
at 529-5188.

tRANsFeR MORe ANIMALs
As we continue to develop rela-

tionships with others committed to 
similar efforts, we will increase the 
chances for the animals we serve to 
fi nd homes. 

How can you help? We are in 
need of volunteers to transport ani-
mals to Portland, Seattle, Spokane 
and other areas around the region. 

Looking forward: Our goals for 2008

Financial report 2006 2007
Income

Animal operations $37,246 $51,907

Contracts $55,588 $68,678

Animal control receipts $59,677 $46,359

Thrift store sales $215,127 $226,729

Interest and rebate income $61,048 $67,828

Donations and memberships $110,098 $108,732

Grants $30,000 $30,500

Fundraising (net) $32,454 $52,524

Total income $601,238 $653,257

Expenses

Animal care and control $29,828 $58,563

Payroll expense $314,787 $371,467

General operations* $142,951 $85,969

Insurance and interest expense $69,961 $49,440

Promotion and development $7,070 $4,168

Total expenses $564,597 $569,607

Net income 
before depreciation

$36,641 $83,650

Additional information

In-kind contributions $75,619 $96,216

FMV of endowment funds $1,400,911 $1,419,588

Balance due on building loans $483,629 $464,663

Building reserve savings account 0 $10,090

Overdraft savings account 0 $15,051

Edward Jones savings** 0 $40,320
* The Society did not pay rent at the thrift store from October 2006 through Septem-
ber 2007, due to an arrangement with the owner of the building. We also spent $7,500 
on an audit in 2006 and did not have that expense in 2007. 
** The Society received a $25,163 bequest in 2007. These funds, along with other 
donated funds, have been set aside for future needs as determined by the board.
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If you are headed out of town and 
have room to transport an animal 
to one of these areas, please give 
us a call! We will provide kennels 
for transport, and the animals will 
provide grateful kisses. To help, call 
Rebecca Oertel at 529-5188.

OFFeR ADOPtABLe ANIMALs 
At PetCO

As an adoption partner with 
PETCO, we could not be more 

excited to load up dogs and cats 
to fi ll the area dedicated to adopt-
able pets inside Walla Walla’s new 
PETCO store. The store, which is 
scheduled to open in late April, 
will provide an ideal venue for 
people to fall in love with our 
adoptable pets. 

How can you help? Our com-
mitment to have adoptable pets 
available at PETCO will require vol-
unteers who are willing to transport 

Thank you for helping!
From May through December 2007, we received gifts in 
honor or loving memory of the following people and pets.

CONTINuED 
ON BACK PAGE

Preview our adoptable pets at
www.bmhs.petfi nder.com.
Pet information is updated daily!

On our website

dogs daily to and from the shelter, 
as well as to provide care for 
cats that are housed at the store 
while they wait for adoption. 
To volunteer, call Sara Archer at 
529-5188. 

Here’s your chance to help
To make a donation, just fi ll out this coupon and return it in the provided 
envelope to: BMHS, 7 E. George St., Walla Walla, WA 99362.
Memorial for ___________________ In honor of  ____________________
Amount $ _______________
Please notify __________________________________________________
Address _________________City ______________ State ____ ZIP ______
From ________________________________________________________
Address _________________City ______________ State ____ ZIP ______
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donor list 
continuedMark your calendar!

Annual Meeting 
Monday, April 28 
4 p.m.  
BMHS Animal Shelter,  
7 E. George St., Walla Walla
Join us for our annual membership 
meeting for final 2007 financial and 
animal figures, board nominations, 
and our annual volunteer awards. 
Refreshments will be served. Call 
529-5188 to RSVP.

PETCO Grand Opening  
in Walla Walla
Estimated dates: May 2 
through 4
Join BMHS in celebrating the grand 
opening of our adoption center 
inside PETCO. Our adoptable 
cats and dogs will be available in 
the store year-round, and special 
adoption events are in the works 
for later this year. Stay tuned for 
details!

Summer Daze Adoption Event
Saturday, June 14 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
FREE cat adoptions and deeply 
discounted dog adoptions for one 
day only at the shelter. For details 
on how to sponsor an animal for 
adoption, call Rebecca Oertel at 
529-5188. 

Donate your used vehicle to 
BMHS and take a tax deduc-
tion! For details, contact 
Sara Archer at 529-5188.
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Our mission: 
To prevent cruelty and promote kindness  
to companion animals in our community. 
Shelter located at: 
7 E. George St., Walla Walla, WA 99362
Thrift Store located at: 
207 E. Main St., Walla Walla, WA 99362
Contact us:
Shelter phone ...........................525-2452
Shelter fax ................................522-8247
Thrift Store phone ...................525-3353
Office phone .............................529-5188
E-mail  . . . . .  bmhs@bluemountainhumane.org
We’re on the web:  
www.bluemountainhumane.org
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